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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 24 February 2009 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant argues that the cited references show "no teaching or 
suggestion of conversion of an environmentally friendly index value from the plant base 
first product to the fossil fuel based second product". However, Applicant in claims 29 
and 42, for example states "converting an environmentally-friendly value index of plant- 
based resource, in terms of that of fossil-based resource, for communicating the 
environmental friendly value between a potential seller and a potential buyer." These 
claims do not state that an environmentally friendly index value from plant base first 
product is converted to the fossil fuel based second product. Either way, the McMorris 
reference teaches the use of conversion factors which teaches the limitations of both 
interpretations. (See McMorris paragraphs 59-62). 

2. Furthermore, the amendment of claims 11-20 to add reference to the use of a 
computer does overcome the 35 USC 101 rejection. That rejection is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 29 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
McMorris, III et al. (US 2004/0230443) (hereinafter "McMorris "). 

5. With respect to claim 29: (new) McMorris teaches converting an 
environmentally-friendly value index of plant-based resource, in terms of that of fossil- 
based resource, for communicating the environmental friendly value between a potential 
seller and a potential buyer, (paragraphs 59-62 - protocol uses "IPCC Global Warming 
Potential (GWP) conversion factors (to enable equivalent comparison of different 
greenhouse gases in terms of carbon dioxide equivalents)") 

6. With respect to claim 42: (new) McMorris teaches converting an 
environmentally-friendly value index of plant-based resource, in terms of that of fossil- 
based resource, for communicating the environmental friendly value between a potential 
seller and a potential buyer, (paragraphs 59-62 - protocol uses "IPCC Global Warming 
Potential (GWP) conversion factors (to enable equivalent comparison of different 
greenhouse gases in terms of carbon dioxide equivalents)") 

7. Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sandor et 
al. (US 2006/0184445) (hereinafter "Sandor") 

8. With respect to claim 50: (new) A computer device for a system operator in 
emissions trading through communicating among a potential seller, a potential buyer 
and a third party certification organization, comprising: 
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• a first communicating component able to receive a request for certification 
by a potential seller for calculation of an environmentally-friendly value 
index on an amount of carbon in a product made by the potential seller; 
and a second communicating component able to receive a certification 
from the third party certification organization as to the results of the 
calculation of the environmentally-friendly value index, a third 
communicating component able to send the certification to the potential 
seller and the potential buyer; a fourth communicating component able to 
receive an offer and acceptance from the potential seller and the potential 
buyer after the certification is given to the potential seller and the potential 
buyer; and a fifth communicating component able to complete closing 
between the potential seller and the potential buyer, (paragraphs 70, 73- 
78, 140 - technology standards used in communicating to members and 
or participants; carbon credits trading platform coupled to registry to obtain 
and communicate information; renewal energy certificates part of market) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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10. Claims 11-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leslie Webb, "Sticking to the Requirements of Eco-labels", PPI, Oct. 2000, Vol. 42, 
Iss. 10, page 39 (hereinafter "Webb") in view of Riina-Riitta Helminen, "Developing 
Tangible Measures for Eco-Efficiency: The Case of the Finnish and Swedish Pulp 
and Paper Industry", Business Strategy and the Environment, May/June 2000, page 
196 (hereinafter "Helminen"). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 1 1 : (Currently Amended) Webb teaches: 

• First computing means for computing a production volume of the product 
using the plant-based resource ; (Webb: page 2, paragraphs 5-8 - 
"manufacturer must calculate the reference consumption of fuels and 
imported electricity for on-site processes (for data provided) and then 
calculate its own electricity and fuel consumption" The C02 emissions 
calculate based on the production of virgin pulp for paper; levels of carbon 
dioxide emissions determined) 

• A third computing means for computing a corresponding production 
volume of the second product using the fossil-based resource based on a 
production process of the second product, onto which said labeling right is 
exercised, in which said volume corresponds to the environmentally- 
friendly value index acquired by said second computing means for 
computing said environmentally-friendly value index, (pages 2-3 - eco- 
label for printing paper, covers woodfree and wood containing papers; 
"manufacturer must calculate the reference consumption of fuels and 
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imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels of carbon dioxide 
emissions determined) 
Webb teaches the limitation in the rejection above however while Webb does not 
teach, Helminen teaches: 

• A second computing means for computing an environmentally-friendly 
value index, which is an index for environmentally-friendly value, based on 
a production volume and a production process of the first product; (pages 
198-199 - value added equation with inventory variable as well as taxes 
and other factors that go into producing a product, used in cost production 
unit level) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Webb and Helminen and have a label on a 
product to signify that it falls within an environmentally-friendly value index. This details 
the environmental impact and effect of the product. Furthermore, C02 calculation can 
be based on the result of plant or fossil based production. 

12. With respect to claim 12: Webb teaches said environmentally-friendly value 
index corresponds to an amount of carbon derived from plant-based and/or fossil-based 
resources used in producing said first product, (pages 2-3 - eco-label for printing paper, 
covers woodfree and wood containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the 
reference consumption of fuels and imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels of 
carbon dioxide emissions determined) 
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13. With respect to claim 13: Webb teaches said environmentally-friendly value 
index corresponds to an amount of carbon derived from plant-based and/or fossil-based 
resources used in producing said first product; and to an amount of carbon derived from 
plant- and/or fossil-based resources in terms of energy in production used in said 
production, (pages 2-3 - eco-label for printing paper, covers woodfree and wood 
containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the reference consumption of fuels and 
imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels of carbon dioxide emissions 
determined) 

14. With respect to claim 14: Webb teaches said environmentally-friendly value 
index corresponds to an amount of carbon derived from plant- and/or fossil-based 
resources in terms of energy in production used in producing said first product, (pages 
1-3 - eco-label for printing paper, covers woodfree and wood containing papers; 
"manufacturer must calculate the reference consumption of fuels and imported 
electricity for on-site processes"; levels of carbon dioxide emissions determined; 
threshold of C02 also determined in regards to the application of the label) 

15. With respect to claim 15: Webb teaches said environmentally-friendly value 
index corresponds to an amount of carbon derived from plant- and/or fossil-based 
resources, which is contained in said first product; and to an amount of carbon derived 
from plant- and/or fossil-based resources in terms of energy in production used in said 
production, (pages 1-3 - eco-label for printing paper, covers woodfree and wood 
containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the reference consumption of fuels and 
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imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels of carbon dioxide emissions 
determined; threshold of C02 also determined in regards to the application of the label) 

16. With respect to claim 16: Webb teaches said environmentally-friendly value 
index corresponds to an amount of carbon derived from plant- and/or fossil-based 
resources, which is contained in said first product, (pages 1-3 - eco-label for printing 
paper, covers woodfree and wood containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the 
reference consumption of fuels and imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels of 
carbon dioxide emissions determined; threshold of C02 also determined in regards to 
the application of the label) 

17. With respect to claim 17: Webb teaches wherein said corresponding production 
volume corresponds to a production volume of a second product containing a 
predetermined proportion of an amount of carbon, which corresponds to the amount of 
carbon contained in said first product as produced, (pages 1-3 - eco-label for printing 
paper, covers woodfree and wood containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the 
reference consumption of fuels and imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels of 
carbon dioxide emissions determined; threshold of C02 also determined in regards to 
the application of the label) 

18. With respect to claim 19: Webb teaches said fossil-based resource is identical 
to the first product; and said corresponding production volume corresponds to a 
production volume of a second product produced from an amount of the fossil-based 
resource, which is a predetermined proportion of the amount of the first product 
produced, (pages 1-3 - eco-label for printing paper, covers woodfree and wood 
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containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the reference consumption of fuels and 
imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels of carbon dioxide emissions 
determined; threshold of C02 also determined in regards to the application of the label) 
19. With respect to claim 20: Webb teaches a step of acquiring certification request 
information, the gist of which is a request for certification of a labeling right; a step of 
outputting certification information including information on a corresponding production 
volume, based on the certification request information acquired in the step of acquiring 
certification request information; a step of acquiring transfer request information, the gist 
of which is a request for transfer of the labeling right received in correspondence with 
the output of the certification information according to the step of outputting said 
certification information; step of acquiring acceptance request information, the gist of 
which is a request for acceptance of the labeling right; and a step of comparing the 
transfer request information acquired in the step of acquiring said transfer request 
information, and the acceptance request information acquired in the step of acquiring 
acceptance request information, (pages 1-5 - eco-label for printing paper, covers 
woodfree and wood containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the reference 
consumption of fuels and imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels of carbon 
dioxide emissions determined; threshold of C02 also determined in regards to the 
application of the label; pulps must be 'derived from forests that have been certified by 
an approved system such as the Swedish FSC standard") 
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20. Claims 8 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Webb in view of Helminen and further in view of McMorris. 

21. With respect to claims 8 and 18: The method of transferring eco-value 
according to Claim 1, wherein said organic compound used in producing the first 
product is identical to an organic compound used in producing a second product; 
(paragraphs 59-62 - protocol uses "IPCC Global Warming Potential (GWP) conversion 
factors (to enable equivalent comparison of different greenhouse gases in terms of 
carbon dioxide equivalents)") and 

• said corresponding production volume corresponds to the 
production volume of the second product produced by using an amount of 
said organic compound, which is a predetermined proportion of the 
amount of the organic compound used in producing said first product, 
(pages 1-3 - eco-label for printing paper, covers woodfree and wood 
containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the reference 
consumption of fuels and imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels 
of carbon dioxide emissions determined; threshold of C02 also 
determined in regards to the application of the label) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Webb, Helminen and McMorris have a label on a 
product to signify that it falls within an environmentally-friendly value index. McMorris 
details a system used in the trading of carbon credits and conversion factors used to 
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determine carbon dioxide equivalents. This details the environmental impact and effect 
of the product. 

22. Claims 39-41, 44-49, 51-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sandor in view of Webb. 

23. With respect to claim 39: (new) Sandor teaches: 

• communicating the environmental friendly value between a potential seller 
and a potential buyer, (paragraphs 73-75 - carbon credits trading platform 
coupled to registry to obtain and communicate information; carbon 
financial instruments are traded) 

Sandor does not teach the following limitation, however Webb teaches: 

• calculating an environmentally-friendly value index based on an amount of 
carbon in a product; (pages 2-3 - eco-label for printing paper, covers 
woodfree and wood containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the 
reference consumption of fuels and imported electricity for on-site 
processes"; levels of carbon dioxide emissions determined) and 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Webb and Sandor. Sandor details a system used 
in the trading on a market of carbon credits. Webb discloses that calculating the 
amount of carbon in a product is important in determining what label to place on it. Both 
should be combined because to sell a product based on environmental reasons you 
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have to know the carbon content of the product which is a value that makes trading 
easier among buyers and sellers. 

24. With respect to claims 40 and 45: (new) Sandor teaches the limitations cited in 
the rejections above. Sandor does not teach, however Webb teaches said 
environmentally- friendly value index corresponds to an amount of carbon derived from 
plant-based resources in producing said products, (pages 2-3 - eco-label for printing 
paper, covers woodfree and wood containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the 
reference consumption of fuels and imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels of 
carbon dioxide emissions determined) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Webb and Sandor. Sandor details a system used 
in the trading on a market of carbon credits. Webb discloses that calculating the 
amount of carbon in a product is important in determining what label to place on it. Both 
should be combined because to sell a product based on environmental reasons you 
have to know the carbon content of the product which is a value that makes trading 
easier among buyers and sellers. 

25. With respect to claims 41 and 46: (Currently Amended) Sandor teaches said 
environmentally- friendly value index corresponds to an amount of carbon derived from 
fossil-based resources in producing said products, (paragraphs 113-119, 204-206, 209- 
210 - fuel use utilized in calculation of amount of fuel consumed; consumption data 
expressed in metric tons of C02) 

26. With respect to claim 44: (Currently Amended) Sandor teaches: 
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• a communicating component able to communicate the environmental 
friendly value between a potential seller and a potential buyer, (paragraph 
73 - carbon credits trading platform coupled to registry to obtain and 
communicate information) 

Sandor does not teach the following limitation, however Webb teaches: 

• First computing means for computing a production volume of a first 
product using the plant based resource: (Webb: page 2, paragraphs 5-8 - 
"manufacturer must calculate the reference consumption of fuels and 
imported electricity for on-site processes (for data provided) and then 
calculate its own electricity and fuel consumption" The C02 emissions 
calculate based on the production of virgin pulp for paper; levels of carbon 
dioxide emissions determined) 

• a second computing means for calculating an environmentally-friendly 
value index based on an amount of carbon in a product; (pages 2-3 - eco- 
label for printing paper, covers woodfree and wood containing papers; 
"manufacturer must calculate the reference consumption of fuels and 
imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels of carbon dioxide 
emissions determined) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Webb and Sandor. Sandor details a system used 
in the trading on a market of carbon credits. Webb discloses that calculating the 
amount of carbon in a product is important in determining what label to place on it. Both 
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should be combined because to sell a product based on environmental reasons you 
have to know the carbon content of the product which is a value that makes trading 
easier among buyers and sellers. Furthermore, C02 calculation can be based on the 
result of plant or fossil based production. 

27. With respect to claim 47: (Currently Amended) Sandor teaches: 

• a communicating component able to communicate the environmentally- 
friendly value between the potential seller and a potential buyer for 
markup in an environmentally-friendly value of a second product made by 
the potential buyer; (paragraphs 70, 73-78, 140 - technology standards 
used in communicating to members and or participants; carbon credits 
trading platform coupled to registry to obtain and communicate 
information; renewal energy certificates part of market) and 

• a deal completing component able to complete a deal between the 
potential seller and the potential buyer, (paragraph 77 - executing buying 
or selling orders) 

Sandor does not teach the following limitation, however Webb teaches: 

• First computing means for computing a production volume of a first 
product using the plant based resource ; (Webb: page 2, paragraphs 5-8 - 
"manufacturer must calculate the reference consumption of fuels and 
imported electricity for on-site processes (for data provided) and then 
calculate its own electricity and fuel consumption" The C02 emissions 
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calculate based on the production of virgin pulp for paper; levels of carbon 
dioxide emissions determined) 

• a second computing means for calculating an environmentally-friendly 
value index based on an amount of carbon in the first product made by a 
potential seller; (pages 2-3 - eco-label for printing paper, covers woodfree 
and wood containing papers; "manufacturer must calculate the reference 
consumption of fuels and imported electricity for on-site processes"; levels 
of carbon dioxide emissions determined) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Webb and Sandor. Sandor details a system used 
in the trading on a market of carbon credits. Webb discloses that calculating the 
amount of carbon in a product is important in determining what label to place on it. Both 
should be combined because to sell a product based on environmental reasons you 
have to know the carbon content of the product which is a value that makes trading 
easier among buyers and sellers. 
28. With respect to claim 48: (new) Sandor teaches: 

• a communicating component able to send a request for calculation of an 
environmentally- friendly value index on an amount of carbon in a product 
made by the potential seller; (paragraph 73 - carbon credits trading 
platform coupled to registry to obtain and communicate information) and 

Sandor does not teach the following limitation, however Webb teaches: 



Application/Control Number: 10/533,686 Page 16 

Art Unit: 3689 

• a receiving component able to receive the results of the calculation of the 
environmentally-friendly value index, (pages 2-3 - eco-label for printing 
paper, covers woodfree and wood containing papers; "manufacturer must 
calculate the reference consumption of fuels and imported electricity for 
on-site processes"; levels of carbon dioxide emissions determined) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Webb and Sandor. Sandor details a system used 
in the trading on a market of carbon credits. Webb discloses that calculating the 
amount of carbon in a product is important in determining what label to place on it. Both 
should be combined because to sell a product based on environmental reasons you 
have to know the carbon content of the product which is a value that makes trading 
easier among buyers and sellers. 
29. With respect to claim 49: (new) Sandor teaches: 

• a first communicating component able to receive a request for certification 
by a potential seller for calculation of an environmentally-friendly value 
index on an amount of carbon in a product made by the potential seller; 
(paragraphs 70, 73-78, 140 - technology standards used in 
communicating to members and or participants; carbon credits trading 
platform coupled to registry to obtain and communicate information; 
renewal energy certificates part of market) and 

• a second communicating component able to send back to the potential 
seller the certification of the results of the calculation of the 
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environmentally-friendly value index, (paragraphs 70, 73-78, 140 - 
technology standards used in communicating to members and or 
participants; carbon credits trading platform coupled to registry to obtain 
and communicate information; renewal energy certificates part of market) 
Sandor does not teach the following limitation, however Webb teaches: 

• a certifying component able to certify the results of the calculation of the 
environmentally-friendly value index, (pages 2-3 - eco-label for printing 
paper, covers woodfree and wood containing papers; "manufacturer must 
calculate the reference consumption of fuels and imported electricity for 
on-site processes"; levels of carbon dioxide emissions determined) and 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Webb and Sandor. Sandor details a system used 
in the trading on a market of carbon credits. Webb discloses that calculating the 
amount of carbon in a product is important in determining what label to place on it. Both 
should be combined because to sell a product based on environmental reasons you 
have to know the carbon content of the product which is a value that makes trading 
easier among buyers and sellers. 
30. With respect to claim 51 : (new) Sandor teaches: 

• a communicating component able to send a request for trading of an 
environmentally- friendly value index on an amount of carbon in a product 
made by a potential seller; (paragraph 73 - carbon credits trading platform 
coupled to registry to obtain and communicate information) and 



Application/Control Number: 10/533,686 Page 18 

Art Unit: 3689 

• a receiving component able to receive offer from the potential seller based 
on the results of the calculation of the environmentally-friendly value 
index, (paragraphs 67-69 - bids for carbon credits are received via the 
auction system) 

31. With respect to claim 52: (new) Sandor teaches communication is conducted 
through a network, (paragraphs 61, 198-200 - network used in carbon credit trading 
and exchange system) 

32. With respect to claim 53: (new) Sandor teaches communication is conducted 
through the Internet, (paragraphs 61 - network used is the Internet) 

33. Claim 43 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McMorris in view of Sandor. 

34. With respect to claim 43: (new) McMorris teaches the limitations in claim 42 
cited in the rejection above. However, while McMorris does not Sandor teaches 
certifying the environmentally-friendly value index by a third party other than the 
potential seller and the potential buyer, (paragraphs 140, 220 - renewable energy 
certificates integrated into system) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Sandor and McMorris. McMorris details a system 
used in the trading of carbon credits and conversion factors used to determine carbon 
dioxide equivalents. Sandor also teaches a carbon credits trading system however it 
details that these credits can be certified. 
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CONCLUSION 

35. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heidi Riviere whose telephone number is 571 -270-1 831 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janice Mooneyham can be reached on 571-272-6805. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/H. RJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3689 

/Janice A. Mooneyham/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3689 



